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International Politics Structures of Global Politics which examines 
Global Political Issues 
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A Specification at a glance

AS Unit 1: People and Politics *Unit code 6GP01

50%

of the 

total AS 

marks

25% of 

the total 

GCE

marks

Content summary

Assessment

AS Unit 2: Governing the UK *Unit code 6GP02

50%

of the 

total AS 

marks

25% of 

the total 

GCE

marks

Content summary

encourages them to develop a critical understanding of the role and effectiveness of 

Assessment

Appendix 3
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A2 Unit 3: Key Themes in Political Analysis *Unit code 6GP03

50%

of the 

total A2 

marks

25% of 

the total 

GCE

marks

Content summary

Topic A:

Topic B:

Topic C:

Topic D:

Assessment



A Specification at a glance

Section A © Edexcel Limited 2007 Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics6

A2 Unit 4: Extended Themes in Political Analysis *Unit code 6GP04

50%

of the 

total A2 

marks

25% of 

the total 

GCE

marks

Content summary

Topic A:

Topic B:

Topic C:

Topic D:

Assessment



Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics © Edexcel Limited 2007 Section B 7

B Specification overview

Summary of assessment requirements

Unit number and unit title Level Assessment information Number 

of marks 

allocated in 

the unit
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Assessment objectives and weightings

% in AS % in A2 % in GCE

AO1

AO2

AO3

TOTAL

Relationship of assessment objectives to units

Unit number Assessment objective

AO1 AO2 AO3 Total for AO1, 

AO2 and AO3

Total for Advanced GCE 40% 40% 20% 100%

Qualification summary

Subject criteria
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Aims

develop a critical awareness of the nature of politics and the 
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AS/A2 knowledge
and understanding

the politics and government of another state

comparative politics
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international politics

political ideologies or political thought

AS/A2 skills

select and organise relevant material to construct arguments and 

explanations leading to reasoned conclusions
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C Government and Politics unit content

Unit 1 People and Politics 15

Unit 2 Governing the UK 19

Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis 23

Unit 4 Extended Themes in Political Analysis 35
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Course structure

Edexcel’s GCE in Government and Politics comprises of four 

distinct modules of teaching and learning with related units of 
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Unit 1 People and Politics
AS compulsory unit Externally assessed

1.1 Unit description

Introduction

1.2 Assessment information

This unit will
be externally
assessed



Unit 1 People and Politics

Section C © Edexcel Limited 2007 Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics16

1.3 Unit 1: People and Politics

What students
need to learn:

Students must learn all topic areas within this unit. There 

are no optional topics within Unit 1.

Democracy and Political Participation

Key concepts Content explanation

democracy

legitimacy

representation

direct democracy

representative
democracy

liberal democracy

parliamentary
democracy

political participation

referendum
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Party Policies and Ideas

Key concepts Content explanation

political party

left/right

liberalism

conservatism

socialism

factionalism

consensus politics

adversary politics

Although extended 

questions will not be set solely on political traditions, they 

may be set on sub-traditions such as ‘new’ Labour or 

‘Thatcherism’.

Elections

Key concepts Content explanation

election

majoritarian
representation

mandate

proportional
representation

electoral reform

party system

strong government

stable government

Extended

questions will not be set on particular electoral systems, 

except for the simple plurality system.
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Pressure Groups

Key concepts Content explanation

pressure group

sectional/
promotional groups

insider/outsider
groups

pluralism

elitism

functional
representation

pluralist democracy
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Unit 2 Governing the UK
AS compulsory unit Externally assessed

2.1 Unit description

Introduction

and the relationship amongst them in the context of multilevel 

2.2 Assessment information

This unit will
be externally
assessed
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Unit 2 Governing the UK

2.3 Unit 2: Governing the UK

What students
need to learn:

Students must learn all topic areas within this unit. There 

are no optional topics within Unit 2.

The Constitution

Key concepts Content explanation

constitution

constitutionalism

codified/uncodified
constitution

unitary/federal
constitution

parliamentary
sovereignty

pooled sovereignty

devolution

quasi-federalism

elective dictatorship
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Governing the UK Unit 2

Parliament

Key concepts Content explanation

Parliament

Westminster model

representative
and responsible
government

parliamentary
government

presidential
government

fusion/separation of
powers

bicameralism

accountability

including an awareness of the relationship of Parliament to 

A detailed 

knowledge of the workings of Parliament is not necessary.
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Unit 2 Governing the UK

The Prime Minister and Cabinet

Key concepts Content explanation

cabinet government

core executive

prime ministerial
government

presidentialism

political leadership

collective
responsibility

individual
responsibility

within the context of the core executive and the conventions 

Separate questions 

will not be set on the civil service.

understanding of the sources of prime ministerial power and 

Judges and Civil Liberties

Key concepts Content explanation

judiciary

judicial independence

judicial neutrality

civil liberty/civil
liberties

rule of law

understanding of the impact of the courts on the issues of 



Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics © Edexcel Limited 2007 Section C 23

Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis
A2 compulsory unit Externally assessed

3.1 Unit description

Introduction

Topic A:

Topic B:

Topic C:

Topic D: 

3.2 Assessment information

This unit will
be externally
assessed

issue or question

viewpoints
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Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis

3.3 Unit 3, Topic A: UK Political Issues

Focus
that have affected the outcomes of general elections or stimulated 

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 3, Topic A must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Economic Policy

Key concepts Content explanation

interventionism

free market

Keynesianism

monetarism

privatisation

economic
globalisation
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Key Themes in Political Analysis Unit 3

Social Welfare, Health and Education

Key concepts Content explanation

welfare state

social rights

social security

individual/social
responsibility

marketisation

quasi-privatisation

universalism

questions on housing alone will not be set.

Law, Order and Criminal Justice

Key concepts Content explanation

public order

crime

punishment
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Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis

Environmental Policy

Key concepts Content explanation

environmentalism

ecology

sustainable growth

3.4 Unit 3, Topic B: Introducing Political Ideologies

Focus

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 3, Topic B must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Liberalism

Key concepts Content explanation

individualism

freedom

justice

rationalism

equality

liberal democracy

constitutionalism

consent



Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics © Edexcel Limited 2007 Section C 27

Key Themes in Political Analysis Unit 3

Conservatism

Key concepts Content explanation

tradition

organic society

hierarchy

authority

property

paternalism

libertarianism

authoritarianism

neoliberalism

neoconservatism

Socialism

Key concepts Content explanation

co-operation

fraternity

collectivism

social equality

communism

social democracy

social justice

third way

Questions will not be set on the features of 20th-century 

communism alone.
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Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis

Anarchism

Key concepts Content explanation

autonomy

utopianism

mutualism

egoism

anarcho-communism

anarcho-capitalism

anarcho-syndicalism
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Key Themes in Political Analysis Unit 3

3.5 Unit 3, Topic C: Representative Processes in the USA

Focus

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 3, Topic C must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Elections and Voting

Key concepts Content explanation

primary and caucus
elections

propositions

partisanship

invisible primaries

national party
conventions

presidential debates

congressional
elections

mid-term elections



Section C © Edexcel Limited 2007 Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics30

Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis

Political Parties

Key concepts Content explanation

party decline/renewal

two-party system

conservative

liberalism of parties as a means of organising the electorate and as 

Pressure Groups

Key concepts Content explanation

public interest groups

private interest groups

lobbying
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Key Themes in Political Analysis Unit 3

Racial and Ethnic Politics

Key concepts Content explanation

civil rights

multiculturalism/
multiracialism

black nationalism

ethnic coalitions and
conflicts

affirmative action
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Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis

3.6 Unit 3, Topic D: Structures of Global Politics

Focus

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 3, Topic D must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Approaches to Global Politics

Key concepts Content explanation

sovereignty

the nation state

theories of global
politics

globalisation

interdependence

transnational
corporations

global and local
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Key Themes in Political Analysis Unit 3

World Order

Key concepts Content explanation

power

balance of power

polarity

hegemony

nationalism

of events such as the collapse of communism on the nature 

Global Governance

Key concepts Content explanation

international
organisations

governance

intergovernmentalism

supranationalism
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Unit 3 Key Themes in Political Analysis

European Union and Regionalism

Key concepts Content explanation

Euro-federalism

national sovereignty

subsidiarity

regionalisation

Essay questions will not be set on non-

European regional organisations.
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Unit 4 Extended Themes in Political Analysis
A2 compulsory unit Externally assessed

4.1 Unit description

Introduction

one

Topic A:

Topic B: 

Topic C:

Topic D:

4.2 Assessment information

This unit will
be externally
assessed
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Unit 4 Extended Themes in Political Analysis

issue or question

viewpoints

4.3 Unit 4, Topic A: EU Political Issues

Focus This topic examines the political issues that have arisen as a result 

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 4, Topic A must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Impact of the EU on the UK

Key concepts Content explanation

national sovereignty

qualified majority voting
(QMV)

national veto

subsidiarity

institutional relationships and on pressure group 
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Extended Themes in Political Analysis Unit 4

European Integration

Key concepts Content explanation

Euro-federalism

functionalism/
neofunctionalism

pooled sovereignty

subsidiarity

transitional states

EU Institutions and Their Relationships

Key concepts Content explanation

supranationalism

intergovernmentalism

democratic deficit

accountability

Domestic Policy Issues

Key concepts Content explanation

monetary union

open economies

labour markets, flexibility
and mobility
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Unit 4 Extended Themes in Political Analysis

4.4 Unit 4, Topic B: Other Ideological Traditions

Focus This topic examines the ideological traditions that have developed 

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 4, Topic B must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Nationalism

Key concepts Content explanation

nation

nation-state

racialism

patriotism

national self-
determination

extent to which nationalism relates to other ideological 

Feminism

Key concepts Content explanation

sex/gender

gender equality

patriarchy

public/private divide

essentialism
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Extended Themes in Political Analysis Unit 4

Ecologism

Key concepts Content explanation

ecology

‘hard/soft’ ecology

deep/shallow ecology

environmentalism

holism

sustainability

industrialism

social ecology

anthropocentrism

Multiculturalism

Key concepts Content explanation

communitarianism

post-colonialism

identity politics

minority rights

toleration

diversity

pluralism

cosmopolitanism

the range of multiculturalist views and their relationship 

of the effectiveness of multiculturalism in ensuring 
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Unit 4 Extended Themes in Political Analysis

4.5 Unit 4, Topic C: Governing the USA

Focus

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 4, Topic C must learn all areas within 

the topic.

The Constitution

Key concepts Content explanation

separation of powers

checks and balances

Constitutional rights

Congress

Key concepts Content explanation

representation

government gridlock

the committee
system of Congress
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Extended Themes in Political Analysis Unit 4

Presidency

Key concepts Content explanation

presidential system

imperial presidency

Executive Office of
the President (EXOP)

Cabinet

Federal Bureaucracy

new federalism

Supreme Court

Key concepts Content explanation

judicial review

judicial independence

due process
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Unit 4 Extended Themes in Political Analysis

4.6 Unit 4, Topic D: Global Political Issues

Focus

What students
need to learn:

Students taking Unit 4, Topic D must learn all areas within 

the topic.

Conflict, War and Terrorism

Key concepts Content explanation

clash of civilisations

‘war on terror’

‘rogue’ states

weapons of mass
destruction

terrorism

Poverty and Development

Key concepts Content explanation

north-south divide

neocolonialism

development

corruption

critical awareness of the effectiveness of attempts to reduce 
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Extended Themes in Political Analysis Unit 4

Environmental Issues

Key concepts Content explanation

environmental crisis

ecology

global commons

sustainability

Human Rights

Key concepts Content explanation

human rights

international law

minority rights

humanitarian
intervention

recent international politics and of the case for and against 
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D Assessment and additional information

Assessment information

Assessment
requirements

Entering
candidates for this
qualification

Resitting of units

Awarding and
reporting

Performance
descriptions Appendix 1 for the performance descriptions for this 
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Unit results

Units 1, 2, 3 and 4

A B C D E

80 70 60 50 40

Qualification
results

Advanced Subsidiary Cash-in code 8GP01

A B C D E

160 140 120 100 80

Advanced GCE Cash-in code 9GP01

A B C D E

320 280 240 200 160

Language of
assessment
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Quality of written
communication

Assessment objectives and weighting

% in AS % in A2 % in GCE

AO1

AO2

AO3

TOTAL
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Synoptic
assessment

issue or question

viewpoints

Statements of
synopticity for
each topic in
Units 3 and 4

different perspectives or rival viewpoints shape disagreement 

recognition of how different perspectives or viewpoints shape 
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There is disagreement in this sense over the extent to which the 
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which offer competing perspectives on matters such as the nature 

Stretch and
challenge

a requirement for extended writing 
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Additional information

Malpractice and
plagiarism

Access
arrangements
and special
requirements

special considerations

Edexcel

.

Disability
Discrimination Act

Please see Appendix 7
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Prior learning and
progression

Prior learning

Progression

Combinations of
entry

Student
recruitment

required standard

progression
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Key skills

communication

improving own learning and performance

Appendices 2 and 3

The wider
curriculum

European developments consistent with relevant international 

Appendix 4: Wider 

curriculum
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E Resources, support and training

Edexcel publications

Notts

m

Additional resources endorsed by Edexcel

Edexcel also endorses additional materials written to support this 

Appendix 6, Further resources and support

Please see e
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Support

Edexcel support
services

ResultsPlus

Ask the Expert

t

Ask Edexcel
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Examzone

main homepage at 

Training

Edexcel
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Appendix 1 Performance descriptions

Introduction

Performance descriptions are designed to assist examiners in 
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AS performance descriptions for Government and Politics
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Appendix 2 Key skills mapping

Key skills (Level 3) Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Application of number

Communication

Information and communication technology

Improving own learning and performance

Problem solving

Working with others
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Appendix 3 Key skills development

Application of number — Level 3

Key skills portfolio evidence 

requirement

AS/A2 

unit 

Opportunities for development or internal 

assessment

relevant information from 

There are examples of activities arising from the 
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Communication — Level 3

Key skills portfolio evidence 

requirement

AS/A2 

unit 

Opportunities for development or internal 

assessment

at least eight minutes using 

an image or other support 

information from at least two 

for the discussion and presentation of a complex 

least one of these documents should contain an image 

from which students can draw appropriate and relevant 
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Information and communication technology — Level 3

Key skills portfolio evidence 

requirement

AS/A2 

unit

Opportunities for development or internal 

assessment

multiple search criteria in at 

search for and incorporate relevant information from 

different electronic sources

Enter and develop the 

information and derive new 

using icons and macros to generate standard forms of 
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Improving own learning and performance — Level 3

Key skills portfolio evidence 

requirement

AS/A2 

unit 

Opportunities for development or internal 

assessment

from appropriate people and 

to help meet targets and 
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Problem solving — Level 3

Key skills portfolio evidence 

requirement

AS/A2 

unit 

Opportunities for development or internal 

assessment

Plan and implement at 

The implementation of the chosen topic will need to 

Working with others — Level 3

Key skills portfolio evidence 

requirement

AS/A2 

unit 

Opportunities for development or internal 

assessment
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Appendix 4 Wider curriculum

Signposting

Issue Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Moral

Ethical

Cultural

Citizenship

Environmental

European initiatives

Development suggestions

Issue AS/A2 

units

Opportunities for development or internal assessment

Moral

pressure groups

environment

ideologies

environment and human rights

Ethical

pressure groups

environment

ideologies

environment and human rights
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Issue AS/A2 

units

Opportunities for development or internal assessment

politics

Cultural

politics

Citizenship

institutions

Environmental

European initiatives
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Appendix 5 Codes

Type of code Use of code Code number

National 

counted for the purpose of the school and college 

National 

codes

—

—

—

—

Please refer to the Edexcel 
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Appendix 6 Further resources and support

Books

A Books that
cover parts of
or all of the AS

Constitutional Reform 

Developments in British Politics 8 

The Rise of the British Presidency 

AS Level Government and Politics

Pressure Groups and British Politics 

The Politics of the Judiciary, 5th Edition

Constitutional Futures 

The Hidden Wiring: Unearthing the British 

Constitution

Essentials of UK Politics: An Introduction 

Key Concepts in Politics: An Introduction 

Politics UK, 6th Edition

British Politics Today, 

6th Edition

Government and Politics in Britain, 3rd Edition 

British Politics: A Global Perspective

British Politics 
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Political Parties and Democracy 

Ruling Britannia 

Success in AS Politics for Edexcel 

Does Parliament Matter? 

The British Polity 

The British Civil Service 

British Politics in Focus 

Why Politics Matters: Making Democracy Work 

Judging Judges, 2nd Edition 

B Books that
cover Key
Themes at A2

UK Political Issues

The Developing British Political System: 

The 1990s, 3rd Edition

British Politics Since 1945 

Developments in British Politics 8 

Political Issues in Britain Today, 5th Edition

Politics UK, 6th Edition

Policy Making in Britain: An Introduction 

Understanding Health Policy 

Health and Health Care in Britain 

The Politics of Women’s Rights 
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The Politics of Welfare: Continuities and Change, 

2nd Edition

Britain in Decline: Economics Policy, Political Strategy 

and the British State, 4th Edition

Election Campaigning: The New Politics of Marketing 

Understanding the European Union, 3rd Edition 

The Greening of British Party Politics 

Race and Racism in Britain 

Introducing the European Union 

British Government and Politics: A Comparative Guide 

A Glossary of UK Government and Politics 

Britain in the European Union Today, 

3rd Edition 
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EU Political Issues

Understanding British and European Political 

Issues

The European Union, A Very Short Introduction

 European Union Textbook: The Basics

Developments in the European Union 2 

Understanding the European Union: A Concise 

Introduction

Britain and the European Union

Global Europe, Social Europe

Europe in the Global Age
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Political Ideologies

Political Ideologies Today, 2nd Edition

The Rise and Decline of Western Liberalism 

Ecology in the 20th Century: A History 

Feminist Political Theory: An Introduction, 2nd Edition 

Culture, Citizenship and Community 

The Green Reader 

Green Political Thought, 4th Edition

Contemporary Political 

Ideologies

Political Ideologies: An Introduction, 

3rd Edition 

Political Ideologies: A 

Reader and Guide 

The Third Way and its Critics 

Using Political Ideas 

Liberalism, 2nd Edition

The Nature of Fascism 

Nationalism  A Very Short Introduction 

New Labour and Thatcherism: Political Change in 

Britain
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Political Ideologies, 4th Edition

Political Theory, 3rd Edition

Introduction to Political Ideologies 

Understanding Liberal Democracy, 2nd Edition

Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority 

Rights

Political Ideologies in Britain 

Social Democracy: Global and National 

Perspectives

Socialism: A Very Short Introduction 

 Rethinking Multiculturalism: Cultural Diversity and 

Political Theory 

One Hundred Years of Socialism 

The Meaning of Conservatism (

Nationalism: A Critical Introduction

Modern Political Ideologies

Feminism: A Very Short Introduction 

Anarchism: A Very Short Introduction

Socialisms: Old and New
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US Politics

American Society Today 

US Politics Today, 2nd Edition

Representation in the USA (Resource Pack) 

Governing the USA (Teacher Resource Pack) 

A2 US and Comparative Government and Politics 

The Government and Politics of the United States 

Introducing American Politics 

The American Political Process 

American Politics and Society, 6th Edition 

Politics USA, 2nd Edition 

Developments in American Politics 5

US Government and Politics

The Supreme Court of the United States 

Understanding American Government and Politics 

 US — Government and Politics, 2nd Edition 
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Global Politics

The Globalization of World Politics, 

3rd Edition

The Penguin Dictionary of International 

Relations

International Relations Brief

Introducing International Politics 

International Relations: A Concise Introduction, 

2nd Edition

International Politics on the World Stage, 11th Edition

Rethinking International Relations 

Politics in Western Europe, 2nd Edition 

International Politics: A Framework for Analysis 

World Politics, 11th Edition 

The United Nations, 2nd Edition 

Britain in the European Union Today, 3rd Edition 

World, 2nd Edition 

The Shape of the Future: World Politics in a New 

Century, 3rd Edition 

Options for British Foreign Policy in 

the 1990s 
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Useful websites

m

The Economist magazine 

m

The Financial Times 

g

Greenpeace

The Guardian newspaper 

g

g

g

g
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Other support

Talking Politics

Parliamentary Affairs, 

Developments in Politics, 

Contemporary British History, 

The British Journal of Politics and International Relations 
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Appendix 7 Disability Discrimination Act





Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN

Telephone: 01623 467467
Fax: 01623 450481
email: publications@linneydirect.com

Publications code UA018904 September 2007

For more information on Edexcel and BTEC qualifications please contact
Customer Services on 0870 240 9800
or enquiries.edexcel.org.uk
or visit our website: www.edexcel.org.uk

Edexcel Limited. Registered in England andWales No. 4496750
Registered Office:One90 High Holborn, LondonWC1V 7BH.VAT Reg No 780 0898 07


